
Description:
Learn about stained
glass and create your
own inspired by an
artist. 

Black paper
Construction paper
Glue stick
Scissors

Faux Stained Glass

Materials:

Grade Level: 3rd - 6th 
Time: 20+ minutes

The Middle Ages is the same as Medieval period 
in Europe. During these times, architecture and
other forms of art were inspired by many groups
of people such as the Romans. Church was very
important during these times as well, which is why stained 
glass pieces became well known and placed in many 
cathedrals. The Middle Ages lasted from 500 to 1500! 
Throughout this time many stained glass pieces were created 
in different churches, most showing figures and events 
important to that culture.
Stained glass is created from sand and wood ash. After it 
cools, a powder from metal is mixed into the glass to make it 
a specific color. Artist then use these different colored glass 
pieces to cut out shapes and stick them together using hot 
lead. Then it becomes a large beautiful piece of glass. Today 
you will be creating your own faux stained glass. You won't be 
using actual glass though. On the following page you  see how 
to create your own art work inspired by a famous stained 
glass artist.



Create your own faux stained glass art by using pieces of colored 
construction paper. Begin by cutting different shapes or figures you'd like 

to include from the construction paper. Once you have your shapes cut out 
and know where they go on the page, glue them onto the black 

construction sheet. Be sure to leave space between the shapes so the black 
paper can be seen. This will create the stained glass affect. If this were real 
stained glass, the colored pieces would be glass and the black would be the 

lead (melted metal) that held the glass pieces all together.

Theophilus was a German monk who was well 
known throughout the Middle Ages as a 

stained glass artist. He also colored glass for 
artists to use in buildings and houses for rich 
people. Below are two examples of stained 

glass artworks used as windows.
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